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(P.L. 92–463), announcement is made of
the following Committee Meeting:

Name of Committee: Army Science Board
(ASB)—Venture Capital.

Date of Meeting: 05–06 March 2001.
Time of Meeting: 0900–1630, 05 March

2001, 0900–1630, 06 March 2001.
Place: Presidential Towers Office Bldg, 9th

floor conference room, 2511 Jefferson Davis
Highway, Arlington, VA 22202–3911.

Agenda: This is the second meeting of The
Army Science Board’s (ASB) Venture Capital
Ad Hoc Study. Briefings will be presented on
Department of Defense initiatives to access
leading edge technologies and on commercial
business strategies for accessing leading edge
technologies. For further information, please
contact LTC John Anzalone, Operations
Research Analyst, (703) 604–7436. If you
plan to attend and require an escort to the 9th
floor conference room, please call Mr. Everett
R. Gooch on (703) 604–7479.

Wayne Joyner,
Program Support Specialist, Army Science
Board.
[FR Doc. 01–5561 Filed 3–6–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Availability of the Revised Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Platte West Water Production
Facilities, Douglas and Saunders
Counties, Nebraska

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
DoD.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act and
implementing regulations, a revised
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) has been prepared to evaluate the
environmental impacts of the
Metropolitan Utilities District’s (MUD’s)
preferred water supply expansion
location (Platte West) as well as other
reasonable alternatives to that location.
The environmental impacts of each of
the five action alternatives, as well as
the ‘‘no action’’ alternative are described
in the DEIS. Public comment on the
DEIS will be accepted by the Corps
through April 13, 2001. A public
workshop will be held from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. on Wednesday, March 21 in the
Russell Middle School cafeteria at 5304
South 172nd Street, Omaha, Nebraska.
The public is invited to view displays
related to the project and provide
comments to the Corps.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions and comments regarding the
DEIS can be addressed to Becky Latka,

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 215
North 17th Street, Omaha, Nebraska
68102–4978, telephone at (402) 221–
4602, or E-Mail
rebecca.j.latka@usace.army.mil

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: MUD’s
preferred Platte West alternative is
located in Douglas and Saunders
Counties, and consists of 40 to 46
vertical wells that would withdraw
groundwater to provide additional water
for future growth of the Omaha
metropolitan area. It is anticipated that
the 30-year project could impact
wetland habitat, as well as result in
Platte River depletions. However, the
location of the Platte West site, which
is situated near future growth areas, as
well as the quality and volume of water
available at the site and the relatively
low cost of the water, make the Platte
West site the preference for MUD.
Information on the costs and
environmental impacts of the six
alternatives (which includes the no-
action alternative) are detailed in the
DEIS.

Currently, the water supply for the
Omaha metropolitan area consists of the
Florence water treatment plant (67.5%
of total capacity) which gets its water
from the Missouri River, and the Platte
South wellfield (25.5% of total capacity)
which gets water from the groundwater
in the Platte River aquifer. The
remaining water (7% of total capacity)
comes from smaller wellfields in
Millard and Elkhorn. One of the
purposes of the wellfield expansion
project is to diversify the water supply
so Omaha is not as dependent on any
one water source as the city is currently.
This diversification concept or planned
redundancy increases the reliability of
the overall water supply system by
providing a back-up water supply in the
event of an interruption of water supply
or contamination of source water.

The Corps’ role in this process is to
determine whether a Section 404 (Clean
Water Act) permit should be issued,
issued with conditions, or denied. The
Corps is neither a proponent nor
opponent of the project, but is required
through the National Environmental
Policy Act to disclose the impacts of the
project and reasonable alternatives.

An earlier DEIS was released for
public comment in February of 1999.
Numerous public and agency comments
were received at that time. In the
process of addressing these comments,
additional reasonable alternatives were
identified and included in the NEPA
process, which has resulted in the
release of a revised DEIS. The public
may comment on the full range of
alternatives now available. MUD’s

preferred alternative has remained the
same for both DEIS’s, although
estimated Platte River depletions and
estimated wetland impacts have each
decreased slightly from the 1999
proposal. A public hearing to comply
with the Section 404 permit process has
already been held in conjunction with
public meetings in 1999.

If the proposed Platte West alternative
is permitted, land use changes could be
expected in the vicinity of the wellfields
over the next 30 years, and could also
result in impacts to the Two Rivers State
Recreation Area near Venice, Nebraska.
A separate agreement between the
Commission and MUD would allow for
funding for deepening the lakes in
mitigation for the groundwater
reduction.

Additionally, a trust fund consisting
of nearly $1 million will be established,
if the Platte West alternative is
permitted, in order to compensate for
Platte River depletions. The intent is to
use the fund to develop a backwater
area and wetland mitigation site near
LaPlatte, Nebraska. This proposed plan
for mitigation is being coordinated with
various agencies.

Dated: March 7, 2001.
Mark E. Tillotson,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers, District Engineer.
[FR Doc. 01–5535 Filed 3–6–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710–62–U

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Inland Waterways Users Board;
Meeting

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
DoD.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 10(a)(2) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
Public Law (92–463) announcement is
made of the next meeting of the Inland
Waterways Users Board. The meeting
will be held on April 11, 2001, in New
Orleans, Louisiana, at the Wyndham
Hotel New Orleans at Canal Place, 100
Rue Iberville (Tel. (504) 566–7006).
Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. and
the meeting is scheduled to adjourn at
1 p.m. The meeting is open to the
public. Any interested person may
attend, appear before, or file statements
with the committee at the time and in
the manner permitted by the committee.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Norman T. Edwards, Headquarters, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, CECW–PD,
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